Lquality, Diversity,

Inclusion Policy
[-ull School including EYFS

2024/2025

Ibstock Place



IBSTOCK PLACE SCHOOL

Equality, Diversity, Inclusion Policy (EDI)

Full School including EYFS

Scope

This policy applies to all pupils (age 4 (EYFS) - 18) and staff at lbstock Place School (hereinafter
Ibstock’ or ‘the School).

Roles and Responsibilities

The Governing Body delegates responsibility to the Head for developing and enacting any
required “Good Practice” policies. These policies are non-statutory and do not require
ratification by the Governing Body. As such, the Head has delegated accountability and
responsibility for the operationalisation of this policy to the Director of Equality, Diversion and
Inclusion who ensures the consistent application and implementation of this policy across the
School. Staff should follow the expectations set out in this policy.

1. Introduction

The School Community: lbstock Place School is an independent, co-educational day school
for pupils aged 4-18 years. Our school community is made up of children, parents, teachers,
other employees and governors from a variety of cultural backgrounds, ethnicities and
creeds. We are committed to providing an environment in which all pupils are challenged to
be the best they can be and one in which pastoral care and wellbeing underpin academic
and co-curricular excellence. By celebrating diversity and actively promoting equality, pupils
and staff know they are valued, and a culture of mutual respect, within a culturally inclusive
environment, is actively fostered. In order to ensure that everyone can thrive and meet their
full potential, inclusion and equality of opportunity is at the core of the School’s ethos. We
seek to remove any barrier to access, participation, attainment, progression and

achievement.

The principles of equal treatment guide the way we recruit, induct, train, promote and
generally manage all our employees and in the way we conduct admissions of pupils and
provide access to facilities, services, opportunities and responsibilities, and the way we guide
our expectations of the pupils themselves.



This policy applies equally to current and prospective members of the School community,
including parents and visitors. The School is committed to a zero tolerance policy in relation
to less favourable treatment on the grounds of any protected characteristic under the 2010
Equality Act. Any behaviour, comments or attitudes that undermine or threaten anindividual’s
self-esteem on these grounds will not be tolerated. Differences of treatment will be solely for
bona fide organisational reasons relating to the management of pupils, parents and
employees.

The protected characteristics are:

e Age
e Sex
e Disability

e (Gender Reassignment

e Marriage and Civil Partnership

e Pregnancy and Maternity

e Race and Ethnic Origin, including colour
e Religion or Belief

e Sexual Orientation

2. Policy Aims

e Eliminate unlawful discrimination on the grounds of any of the protected characteristics.

e Promote equality of opportunity for all members of the School community.

e Comply with the School’s equality obligations contained in The Equality Act 2010.

e Provide asecure environment in which our pupils can thrive and achieve all the outcomes
of Keeping Children Safe in Education 2015 (last updated 6 June 2023).

e Provide alearning environment and curriculum where all individuals feel a sense of
belonging, and of being valued.

e Celebrate and value the diversity at school and in society as a whole.

e Prepare pupils for lifein a diverse and inclusive society of modern Britain, in which
everyone can take their place in the local, regional, national and global community.

e Include and value the contribution of all families and our wider community to our
understanding of equality and diversity.

e Provide and promote positive information about the diversity of UK society.

e Actively challenge discrimination throughout staff development, our curriculum and co-
curricular provision.



To achieve our aims we shall:

Collect, analyse data (such as admissions data, examinations results) to monitor
potential disadvantage amongst the pupil body.

Help to overcome any potential barriers to learning by providing for pupils’ diverse
needs.

Offer a broad, balanced and appropriate curriculum that provides equal opportunity
for all pupils, irrespective of difference, to enable them to thrive.

Ensure the wider School curriculum promotes and celebrates equality and diversity.
Ensure that School events, visiting speakers and whole-school initiatives take into
account issues of diversity and inclusion and reflect the diversity of the wider
community.

Ensure that our catering team regularly celebrates diverse cultures and that the types of
food offered reflect the diverse community of the School.

Operate aclear zero tolerance policy towards abusive and discriminatory lbehaviour.
Promote equality and cohesion, actively challenging discrimination, bias and
stereotyping and ensuring we learn from these experiences.

Work in partnership with staff, families, and the wider community to establish, promote
and disseminate inclusive practice and help tackle discrimination.

Build links with the wider community through the Partnerships Programme.

It is the responsibility of all staff to:

Role-model inclusive and anti-discriminatory behaviour.

Support and participate in any measure introduced to promote equality, diversity and
inclusion and report any issues associated with equality and diversity in accordance
with this policy.

Be alert to and actively challenge any forms of discrimination, victimisation, harassment,
or bullying, including banter.

Promote aninclusive curriculum, identify and challenge bias and stereotyping within the
curriculum and the School’s culture; to be willing to reflect and be open to challenge.
Make effective and reasonable adjustments where appropriate to meet individual
needs of staff, pupils, and visitors.

The School expects staff to commit to broadening their knowledge, confidence and
inclusive behaviour by attending relevant training.

Itis the responsibility of pupils to:

Positively promote inclusive and anti-discriminatory behaviour, including a willingness to
reflect on attitudes and/or behaviours and be open to challenge.

Support any measures introduced by the School to promote equality, diversity and
inclusion and report any issues associated with equality and diversity to the pastoral



team of the Director of EDI.
e Be alert to and actively challenge any forms of discrimination, victimisation, harassment
or bullying, including banter.

These responsibilities run alongside the School’s Behaviour Policy. The School’s approach to
wellbeing means that we aim to educate, help and support pupils to understand
responsibility towards others, feel heard and valued and learn from their experience. Any
actions, words or attitudes which show alack of respect for others will be taken very seriously.
Instances of discrimination and bullying will be dealt with firmly and sensitively. We require
pupils to avoid any form of unfair bias, discrimination, and unkindness towards another
member of the community. We also require anyone made aware of such behaviour to report
it. Incidents are recorded. Sanctions will be appropriate and, in some circumstances,
continued membership of the School community will be reviewed by the Head. All pupils are
made aware of the lbstock Gender Equality Charter and an extension of the School’s Code
of Conduct entitled Anti-Discrimination Policy, outlining the School’'s zero-tolerance
approach to discriminatory behaviour.

3. Admissions

Candidates for admission as pupils are required to satisfy the academic and character
requirements current at the time of admission and entry to the School. The School treats every
application for admission in a fair and equal way in accordance with this policy and the
School’s Admissions Policy. lbstock Place School is committed to equal treatment for all,
regardless of a candidate’s race, ethnicity, religion, gender, sexual orientation, or social
background.

lbstock Place School aims to encourage applications from candidates with as diverse arange
of backgrounds as possible. This enriches our community and is vital in preparing our pupils for
today’s world. Means tested fee assistance may be offered to appropriate candidates. Details
of scholarships and bursaries are given in the Admissions Policy and on the School’s website.

The School’s policy is to conduct its admissions on a fair and non-discriminatory
basis. Reasonable adjustments will be made available in the entrance assessments if
supported by an Educational Psychologist’s Report or equivalent independent medical report
which is not more than two years old at the date of the examination. The School will usually
seek from a candidate’s school details of normal working provision and practice for the
candidate. The School’s policies on Equal Treatment, Disability, and Learning Support are
available on request. The School welcomes children from different ethnic groups,
backgrounds and those with religious and non-religious beliefs. Human rights are
respected. The School will make all reasonable adjustments to ensure that children with
disabilities have full access to the School’s curriculum, culture, policies and procedures.



4. Education

The School is mainstream and English-specking. We are able to provide some limited
assistance of a short-term nature to children who require learning support or for whom English
is not their first language, but we have insufficient facilities for children with moderate to
severe learning difficulties. The curriculum is crucial to tackling inequalities for pupils, including
gender stereotyping, preventing bullying, and raising attainment for all groups.

The curriculum aims to:

e Normalise diversity in the content and examples used; resources should be monitored for
possible bias, reinforcing stereotypes and ethnocentric elements.

e Stress the contribution and achievements of all kinds of individuals and cultures, actively
challenging bias, and stereotyping.

e Reinforce theimportance of embracing difference and of equality of opportunity as a
desirable aim.

e Provide inclusive and accessible activities, including educational trips and co-curricular
provision.

5. Pastoral Care

The School’s pastoral care system promotes respect and understanding of ourselves and
others, acknowledging that our community is strengthened by the diversity of the individuals
within it. Wellbeing, social cohesion, and academic resilience underpin our community and
reinforce a sense of belonging and acceptance, all needed to overcome challenges
effectively and develop a strong sense of self. Whilst all staff are responsible for the pastoral
care of our pupils, Tutors and Heads of House have a duty to ensure that equality, diversity,
and inclusive practice are upheld on a daily basis.

The pastoral teams should aim to:

e Acknowledge and celebrate the positive impact of diversity within Houses and Tutor
Groups.

e Deliver dedicated assemblies and tutor time activities stressing the School’s shared values
of inclusion, tolerance, kindness, care and respect for members of the School and wider
community.

e Actively challenge and report bias and stereotyping during tutor time and pupil
interactions outside the classroom.

e Encourage pupils to celebrate their unique contribution to the School through pupil voice,
leadership roles and participation ininitiatives that shape the future of the School, such as
School Council and the Sixth Form Cabinet.



e Understand the impact of discrimination on pupil wellbeing and mental health, remaining
alert to our own bias and the impact of power dynamics between different groups. This
includes having an awareness of how intersectionality (understanding how aspects of a
person’s identities combine) can create different modes of discrimination.

e Use data from attendance records, reporting, rewards and sanctions and pastoral
systems to ensure that pupils are not disadvantaged or discriminated against on the
grounds of protected characteristics.

e Provide inclusive and accessible support systems, ensuring that access to counselling,
mentoring and external agencies reflect the diversity within our community.

e Encourage pupils to develop their own voice through initiatives such as celebrations of
religious festivals, PRIDE Alliance, ACAAS and working with outside providers in the PHSE
programme, such as Bold Voices and Beyond Equality.

6. Disability

The School Premises

e Main House (Senior School) has no lift. The Main House is on three floors with wheelchair
access to the ground floor only. There are lavatory facilities for disabled persons on the
ground floor.

e There are steps from the Terrace to the Orchard and from New School to the Senior
Common Room.

e New School (the Senior School) and the Theatre have full disabled access. The Theatre
has access at ground floor level and from the first floor by [ift.

e The Cooper’'s Campus site including indoor and outdoor Sports Facilities (Prep and Senior
School) and Cooper’s Cottage (Senior School) are accessed via a bridge which crosses
Clarence Lane. No pupil is allowed to cross the road, without using the bridge. A pupil
using a wheelchair must be accompanied by a member of staff or School Nurse.

e TheRefectory and Sixth Form Study Centre are served by a lift.

e Thereisaliftin Macleod House (Prep School, P2 -P5) and in the Sports Hall, but notin
Roberts House (P6). The Kindergarten and Plclassrooms (Priestman House) are on the
ground floor.

Reasonable Adjustments

e The Schoolis not legally required to make alterations to the School’s physical environment
as part of the reasonable adjustments duty. However, the School monitors and reviews
the physical environment to consider what reasonable and proportionate steps can be
take to alleviate any substantial disadvantage caused to pupils or staff with disabilities
and neurodiverse pupils or staff.

e The School acknowledges its responsibility to make reasonable adjustments to alleviate
disadvantage, for example by taking positive action to deal with particular
disadvantages affecting a group because of a protected characteristic. An example
might be supporting pupils if there is evidence that they are being disproportionately
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subjected to sexual harassment, or stricter expectations of behaviour for a particular
gender.

e The School willinform and consult with pupils and parents about what, if any, the School
is able to make for their child. The School will carefully consider any proposals for
additional resources or changes to provision that support full access to School life.

e The School may make reasonable adjustments to support the well-being of pupils or staff
who request to be known as trans or non-binary and these considerations will be made
case by case. Unisex toilets are accessible on site, as are single-sex facilities. Changing
rooms contain cubicles for privacy. Gender reassignment is a protected characteristic for
those 18 and over, but the wellbeing of the pupil and member of staff must also be taken
into consideration.

7. Religious Belief

e The School has a Christian ethos in the Senior School and we respect the right and
freedom of individuals to worship in accordance with other faiths, subject always to their
respecting the rights and freedoms of the School community as a whole. The Schools’
religious assemblies are Christian based and all pupils attend, including Remembrance
Service, Carol Services and Easter Service.

e There is a multi-faith room available in the Senior School for prayer and meditation.

e Religious festivals of Diwali, Eid and Hannukah are acknowledged via tutor-time
educational materials.

e ThePrep Schoolis non-denominational and there are assemblies celebrating the major
faith festivals.

e Absence for religious observance is allowed and should be marked as authorised where
the School is satisfied that the day has been set aside by the religious body and the
parents of the child are members of that religious community.

e The Schoolrecognises that religious observance has an important part to play in valuing
the spiritual development of all members of our community, strengthening social
cohesion, developing a strong sense of self, shared values.

e Where possible, religious observance will be facilitated, through allocation of a prayer
space during the lunch hour and time for both pupils and employees who celebrate
religious festivals and holidays.

8. Biological Sex

Segregation of boys and girls for the purpose of competitive sport, or to address disadvantage,
is lawful under the Equality Act 2010. The School follows guidance from sporting bodies with
regard to inclusion of trans pupils in competitive sports and competitions. The PE curriculum
offers several mixed-sex options for pupils’ participation. In all other cases, the School will
consider factors such as the educational impact of any segregation according to biological
sex on the social development of pupils, their preparation for adult life, the availability to them
of meaningful choice, and their access to academic options and co-curricular activities. The
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School will consider not only classroom teaching but the hidden lessons children take away
from gender stereo-typing or differential treatment at School, or from the School culture, about
their role in society, their value as a person and their expectations for the future.

9. Employees

The retirement age is dependent on current legislation. A genuine occupational qualification
based on gender, fitness and other skills applies to some employed positions.

Disability: Subject to the physical constraints of our buildings and outside campus, we
welcome applications for employment, or for School places, or as a governor or service
provider, from people who have a disability within the meaning of the Equality Act 2010.
Every application will be processed and considered fairly.  We shall make reasonable
adjustments to our systems and procedures in order to accommodate disabilities of which we
have been made aware.

Training and development: The success of the EDI policy is closely linked to the provision of
relevant training. Professional development involves a continuous process of learning
involving self-development, open-mindedness, encouragement and motivation.

The School will endeavour to:

e Enhance and develop the skills, knowledge and abilities of existing employees to fulfil
their potential, irrespective of background and employment status.

e Promote greater awareness of equal opportunities and the contribution made by our
staff, governors, parents, pupils and the wider community.

e Equip employees with the skills to provide personal and organisational solutions to
discriminatory practices and behaviour and to promote inclusive behaviour generally.

e Respond to changing and emerging training needs, providing opportunities for reflection,
feedback and shared learning.

10. Examinations

See Appendix of the Examinations Policy for special arrangements for examinations.

1. Awareness

Awareness of this policy among employees will be raised and maintained by means of
discussion at staff meetings and will form part of our education programme for pupils (during
Tutorial Days and in House Tutor Groups).



12. Complaints

Any person who believes he or she has received less favourable treatment on any of the
grounds referred to in this policy should make a formal complaint:

An employee should complain in accordance with the relevant Grievance Procedure

A pupil, parent, legal guardian or education guardian should make a formal complaint in
writing to a member of staff in the first place, usually the relevant tutor or class teacher, or to
any other adult member of the staff who isin a position to report the complaint.

Enforcement: We shall treat seriously and investigate every formal complaint. Disciplinary
action will be taken against any member of the School community who is found to have acted
in contravention of this policy.

14. Links
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://wscp.org.uk/about-the-partnership/policies-and-procedures/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disqualification-under-the-childcare-act-2006/disqualification-under-the-childcare-act-2006
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665520/Teachers__Standards.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/schedule
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/data-protection-act-2018
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/25/contents

Queries

Queries on this policy should be directed to the Director of Equality, Diversity and Inclusion.

Monitoring and Review

This policy is monitored by the Director of Equality, Diversity and Inclusion on an ongoing basis
to evaluate its effectiveness and ensure appropriate steps can be taken to eliminate
discrimination. This document will be reviewed and publicised, at least annually and if
necessary, more frequently in response to any significant or new developments in national,
local and organisational policy, guidance and practice.

This policy works in conjunction with arange of internal School policies and procedures,
including:

e Behaviour Management Policy

e Anti-Bullying Policy and Cyberbullying Policy
e Disability Policy

e E-Safety and Acceptable Use Policy

e Mental Health Policy

e Promoting the Well-being of Pupils Policy

e Relationships and Sex Education Policy

e Code of Conduct for Staff

e Health and Safety Policy

Appendices

Please see overleaf for Appendices Tand 2.
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Appendix 1

Examples of how the school celebrates the diversity of our wider community:

e Thewhole-schoolcelebration of manyeventsduring the yearin assemblies, inlessons andin
debatesinclude International Women'’s Day, Black History Month, LGBT History Month, “Show
Racism the Red Card”, Pride, Diwali, Eid, Christmas, Easter, and Holocaust Memorial Day.
Heritage Day is a celebration of the entire school community. All Faculties endeavour to
reference the various celebrations in their curriculum.

e 2023 hasintroduced a new Humanities curriculum throughout the Prep School: Curriculum
Maestro gives greater emphasis to the history of the world events that have enabled
fundamental culturaland societal changes.Inthe Senior School the History curriculumincludes
the study of the Windrush and the Holocaust prior to GCSE.

o EYFSandPreplhave joinedthe Think Equal Scheme of work and there are two allocated
periods dedicated tothis curriculumeach week.The programmeisbased on a commitment to
social equality, gender, racial and religious equality, social and emotional health and well-
being and global citizenship, based in social-emotional learning from a very young age.

e The PHSE curriculum and Ethics educates pupils on a wide range of issues, including sexism,
racism, antisemitism, and gender.

e SocietiessuchasFemSoc,Pride, ACAAS(African, Caribbean, Asian andAllies Society), Kids for
Equality Club (Prep) lead numerous assemblies based on a variety of historical events and
important days/weeks which deserve better acknowledgement.

e The Schoolalsoworks with outside providers such as Bold Voices (gender equality), Beyond
Equality (masculinity), and ACEN - African Caribbean Education Network (racial literacy and
anti-racism) who facilitate discussions through workshops.
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Appendix 2

Fern inology

| ‘ I N AR BRI
sl ove b e v b o differe

cre e vt borprer ey v s e v i by oter o the
b cw by v ooy 0o
behalf of others.

ehers v booed oy, e ey e e brsvrion ot Dhiness

Phoce bviee b iy Brhedc et ese i e TRID S curiny ths vl

R B R I B L N N [ R A TN R N T
R I L B R I A A N R N U N TR N I B B AR A TR
e vl ey bbb s veed b b et oot one group. At

IPS, many of our pupils may be British but have other white heritage.

st Pleot by e lin

Black Lives Matter (BLM) is a decentralized political and social
movement, originating in the US, that seeks to highlight racism,
discrimination, and racial inequality. | 11 ¢l rer grrrc i gL
bt it e

ereeroorbn

peicd e ettt ey beberaves vy selers bergo e itk dhe
e ey i s v cisetho

EESUEERRE
association

Direct

discrimination

SR R R N S I R N I BN N R TN
N N R AR S R R TR O [ R N I R AR A RN NN

e pe et chd s sbip s prrprrvey et ooy ey, relipier v el

NN NN HHiCiM:

Discrimination

sonir b e et vy v estive oy

e bl re pend e e eyl v sy vrente o, e w e sn




Discrimination
i frer disk Iy

A N A N A R SR R RN A SRR R

seonbertior oyt bl s b et e f e andindirect
discrimination.

Croebiny cereetted it e fise bility ot corey tjestify suet o dn g

Diversity

e e s ooy e s e n by tien vt iy
et ot perd e iben it ey vl ciee e b tkrieond,

ol et et tervrn g e ey o eitheerre b
Lot e et ety s v o llundery ity

boson o st o bl oot vye ood efers o e d Perenver thotoon o

ol

et v lperp e e s o vs g My dbel et fer e v
support.

Equity

oty eyl et v crotorce v b by byopp et they nesd o
Plere e ool o vy oty oo b e e boaisrg

RN N I R N A I N I R R

Gender

Fovte o be rsed o ror s o v vc b vt et e e rring

CEr et by et v ey s e e s nppeaed teobirhoying
IR AR BRI I R RN IR IR NN SR B

it

oot et

Eorrte b b

proe s rrip e et caedon beaerbe v e o penen feel

el et

Genderqueer

SRR NN I SN

crree e byenter bt tivny v

certifie e v b i v b i o bty by o el pendig

Harassment

i

[ovu o ber e e s b e e sl ontelnted o

AR R Nt A N IR N I N R N RN A RN E R SR BRI

ety b e il crvree g v by, vtk ferocing,

brdlry creferis sronr sl b tetiicdn !

o ottt v by brcrrse obey creaborp e o

clpivn, ethvicor vecers by perd e serre bt ety

HEC!THHHC\Hi?CCHHH'HC@J”HLHOEH‘;‘

Homophobia

ey Cnlibe o e v e g b

Identity

Sl tlEr et ree v vy o eke ten vl feent fen oo then

14



https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sexually
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/attract
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sex
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/idea
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
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